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Collective Worship 

Collective worship – often referred to as assemblies - are part of the 

requirements of all schools. Guidance to schools indicates that ‘Daily 

collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 

character’. Schools are aware that collective worship needs to; 
 

 
Be inclusive: good collective worship engages everyone 

present both personally and collectively. 
 

 
Be curricular: good collective worship links with classroom 

activities, the curriculum and school life. 
 

 
Be educational: good collective worship develops children’s 

ideas about God, about themselves and the 

world around them. 
 

 
Be reflective: good collective worship offers the opportunity 

to be still, to wonder, and to be uplifted. 
 

 
Be central good collective worship is central to the 

curriculum, learning and ethos of the school. 
 
 

 
These guidelines will help you prepare yourself and your worship as you 

think about how to lead collective worship in schools. 



Be on time 

The start of the school day is extremely busy for schools. Arrive in good 

time to set up and be ready to greet children and staff as they arrive for 
collective worship - but don’t arrive too early. Know your brief. Know 

how long you have for your input and stick to your allotted time. 

 
Be prepared 

What you do is not going to work well if you haven’t prepared well. 

Have you thought through and prayed through your preparation? How 
will you welcome children and staff? What are you going to say? What is 

your opening sentence? What is your closing sentence? What is your 

theme? Have you planned how you might introduce reflective items? 

 
Be sensitive 

We are invited to lead collective worship on the school’s terms. It isn’t 
the place to preach, to make converts or to advertise any particular 

church. It is a time to facilitate worship and address the brief the school 

gave you. 

 
Be a worshipper 

Create a sense of occasion and anticipation, something important is 

about to happen. Join in with the worship. Be prayerful before, during 

and after. 

 
Be welcoming 

Create an atmosphere that is conducive to worship. Think about your 
body language, your attitude to the children and the tone and style of 

language you use. Ask yourself, is this a safe space for these children to 

encounter God? 

 
Be clear 

Begin by setting out your expectations for the worship. 

 
Be relevant 

Avoid talking at children, share with them. Collective worship is not 

something that is done to children, but something in which they 

participate. The world of education today is very different from yours 

and mine and it is changing every day. Ways of teaching have developed 
and the school are looking for ‘awe and wonder’ in collective worship. 

Make your time as interactive as possible, but not for the sake of it. 

Engage with children so that they can participate in the worship. Ask 

questions, invite answers, celebrate children’s views. 

 
Be visual 

Think about the different ways children engage with information. Think 
about visual learners. Using the school’s display system, having props or 

items to illustrate what you are saying helps children to engage with 

what you are saying. Think about the appropriate use of role play or 

drama or music. Try to think as a child might think and plan accordingly. 



Be honest 

Children see through frauds. If you are tackling a topic which is difficult 

be prepared to answer questions honestly. This may mean saying you 
don’t know yet. 

 
Be confident 

Even if … and especially if … you don’t feel it. Children will take their 

lead from you. Remember you have a wealth of experience and 

understanding to share 

 
Be calm 

If your time in front of children is full of high energy activity for the 

whole of the time you are with them they will reflect this in their 

disposition. Be calm, but remember that this is not the opposite of 

enthusiastic. 

 
Be friendly 

Be friendly without being gushing, the children will pick up any 

insincerity. Avoid trying to be best friends with everyone. 

 
Be positive 

Praise children’s contributions, celebrate appropriate behaviour and 

thoughtful responses and feel free to stop if there’s behaviour that is 

distracting. Standing in silence is usually enough to settle things down. 

Use your body. You can change attitudes and behaviour (for good and  

for bad) with your eyes, with hand gestures and with your body language. 

 
Be yourself 

You cannot be someone else and you cannot deliver other people’s 

worship for them or like them. Work to your strengths. 

 
Be aware 

Endings are as important as beginnings. Mark the transition back into the 

school day with a simple ritual – it could be something as basic as 

blowing out the candle and then playing music as the children leave. 

Learn to “Hi and Bye” well 

 
Be reflective 

Review your visit and see where you can develop and change as 

necessary. 

 
And finally .......... 

have fun! 



Resources 
 

Sites with help on Collective Worship  
As with any resources, these will need to be adapted to suit your particular context. They 

might be too simple, too complicated, too long, too short, too wordy … or just right. It’s 

important that the resources you use come with your voice.   

 

These are great sites with ideas & resources: 

 

Assemblies.org 
 

www.assemblies.org.uk/index.php 

 

Instant access to primary and secondary school 

assemblies written and tested by teachers and other 

assembly leaders. You can also sign up for email 

updates. This site also has paper resources for 

purchase. 

 

 

 

   

Barnabas in Schools 
 

http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/find/all/ideas/1/as

sembly/ 

 

Downloadable assembly ideas based on saints days, 

festivals, themes, age-related, values etc. Barnabas 

ideas are tried and tested and prove to be very useful. 

 

 

 
   

The Collective Worship Resource 

(Culham) 
 

http://cowo.culham.ac.uk/ 

 

As well as providing a seasonal/topical selection of 

material each term, Culham aim to provide topical 

items each week during normal term times 

 

 

 
   

Here are other sites with relevant information 

 

 www.request.org.uk/ 

 www.collectiveworship.com/ 

 http://www.christianvalues4schools.co.uk/ 
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